
The Birch Barker is always accepting materials for publication.  Deadline is 3 pm on Tuesday.  E-mail sailorphil@philvitale.com, or put the 
items in the stone/mailbox at  63174 Birch Rd. (East Shore).  Include a self-addressed, stamped envelope if you want photos or other material returned.  To 
contact Editor Phil by phone, call (269) 476-1680, or to contact Commodore Karen Curtis-Miller, call  574-261-6712 or email karen.curtis-miller@bayer.com.

T h e  o f f i c i a l  s u m m e r  p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  t h e
B i r c h  L a k e  Y a c h t  C l u b

The
Weekend

Of 
July 28

2018

L o c a t e d  a t  L a t i t u d e  4 1 . 9 1 5 3 ;  L o n g i t u d e  - 8 5 . 8 7 9 3

 Okay, I know that we needed the 
rain, but did we need to get it all 
dumped on us over the weekend?  I’m all 
for equal opportunity rain … spread it 
out equally over the week.  Actually, I’m 
lying!  I’m not equal opportunity, I want 
rain only during the weekdays (prefera-
bly at night) … keep the weekends 
sunny and bright!  
 Oh well, in spite of the many down-
pours we experienced last Friday, 
Saturday and Sunday, the Lakers 
stayed true to form and persevered in 
having fun.  I was witness to this perse-
verance on the south side, for both the 
Hogoboom and Bratt families.   
 Dave and Donna Hogoboom’s family 
reunion crew (30 of them!) gets the 
award for staying positive while being 
soaking wet!  We watched them enjoying 

games of water volleyball and corn hole 
– and we were the delighted recipients 
of their delish grilled chicken (our 
reward for cheering them on from two 
doors down!). 
 Tabby and Justin Bratt hosted fam-
ily from Kansas and they all made the 
best of the time between rainfalls, set-
ting up their own corn hole tourney in 
their pole building.  Thankfully, we were 
able to get in a dry Mimosa Sunday so 
the “Kansanites” could experience the 
tradition!  
 I was able to spend a little bit of 
pier time with Bad Patty on Sunday 
(while the rest of her family was nap-
ping) but we eventually had to give up 
and huddle inside of the cottage when 
the rain went to more than a mist.  
 I hope all the guys had great golfing 
on Friday … hope you all shot below 
par!  
 I also hope that the “Ladies of the 
Lake” enjoyed their afternoon out on the 
water (while I was stuck at work, feeling 

sorry for myself for missing the festivi-
ties).
 Don’t forget … the corn and sausage 
roast is next Saturday (Aug 4).  Yum!  
 Then the next event is the Fall 
Dinner on the 18th … look for more info 

Commodore’s 
Comments

2018
Birch Lake Calendar

Aug 4 - Corn & Sausage
Aug 4 - SunfiSH-only Race, no MCs
Aug 11 - 10 am Homeowners Association 
     Annual Meeting, AED, CPR training
Aug 18 - fall Dinner (tba)
TBA- Soup/Chili Challenge
Sept 1 - Pooch Parade

Basic Sailing Classes
July 24, 4-5 pm, McGann’s

2018 BLYC Board Meetings
(all meetings start at 9 am) 

August 11, Sept – TBA 
More info as available.  Dates subject to 
change. Watch the Barker for updates!

Claudia Phipps, Kristy Wiseman, Brittany Marlow, and Becky Wiseman represent mother and daughter teams at the Ladies 
golf outing.
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on that from V.C. Angela in the Barker.   
 In addition to the upcoming BLYC 
events, I hear that the lake is the desti-
nation of choice for many during the 
weekend of August 10-12.  Tim Burchell 
will entertain many of his friends from 
the Pensacola Beach, Florida-area as 
they visit “The Birchacola,” and the 
Kinzlers (the guys, not the lovely ladies) 
will host friends from near and far 
(many from the Chicago area) for she-
nanigans at their annual Sausage Fest.  
Are you wondering what the theme will 
be for this year’s “ski the lake” event?  
Guess we’ll have to stay tuned!
 It’s the last lake weekend of July 
(sad face) … so get out there and enjoy 
the lake!
 Cheers! ~Commodore Karen 

AED, CPR training at Homeowners 
Association’s annual meeting
 The Birch Lake Homeowners Assoc-
iation Annual Meeting on Saturday, 
Aug. 11 will feature a demonstration of 
the new Birch Lake AEDs (automatic 
electric defibrillator) and CPR training 
beginning at 10 am (after the Birch 
Lake Yacht Club Board meeting).  All 
Birch Lake residents are invited and 
encouraged to attend.
 New Birch Lake resident Chris 
Schmidt, a certified CPR trainer and 
fireman will be there to teach “hands-on-
ly CPR” to everyone who is interested.

— Birch Lake Notes —

Simply STunning
     Have you seen the stunning 
stamped-concrete compass rose at 
the Birch Lake Yacht Club?

     This is just one example of 
the custom concrete services 
and products available to our 
friends and neighbors here
at Birch Lake.

     interested in a whole new 
look for your plain old concrete 
garage, patio or entrance?



Corn & Sausage Roast – Saturday, 
August 4, 2018 – Here it Comes!
 It’s almost here!  Only a week to go 
until that fun event arrives again!  
Bring your appetites, families and neigh-
bors to the annual Corn & Sausage 
Roast, next Saturday, August 4th.  From 
5:30pm to 7:30pm at the Yacht Club 
we’ll be serving delicious meals consist-
ing of your meat choice, roasted corn, a 
selection of side dishes, cookies and lem-
onade or iced tea.  Get ready for a 
bratwurst, hot dog or chicken breast 
meal (we’ll only have a limited supply of 
chicken breasts so come early to try to 
grab what we have!).  Pay at the door – 
no reservations required!  Come hungry, 
visit with your neighbors and leave 
happy and satisfied!  Hope to see you 
there!

Water Quality info
 Regularly, members of the Water 
Quality Committee receive information, 
publications, and/or blogs that are in the 
realm of water quality. Many of the 
issues presented in these articles can, or 
do, affect our water quality here at Birch 
Lake. Even more of this information is 
related to proposed legislation/regula-
tions, or other governmental actions, 
that might affect our water quality.  
 If you would like to receive informa-
tion emails related to Birch Lake Water 
Quality, and you have not already regis-

tered to receive these emails, please sign 
up for the “BLWQ Information” list by 
emailing Peter Soldato at psoldato86@
gmail.com, providing your name and 
email.  Please include the phrase 
“BLWQ Information” in the subject line 
of the email.  
 If you would like to receive emails 
related to legislative action and/or gov-

ernmental/environmental action issues 
that may affect Birch Lake Water 
Quality, and you have not already regis-
tered for these emails, please sign up for 
the “BLWQ Action” list by emailing 
Peter Soldato at psoldato86@gmail.com, 
providing your name and email.  Please 
include the phrase “BLWQ Action” in 
the subject line of the email.  

Birch Lake Notes

By The Tracks

BACK ON 
TRACK!
56951 N. Main St.
Three Rivers, MI

(269) 273-9015

This year Frankie’s has 
DONe IT AgAIN...

by showing even more of our traditions.  More items 
are made from scratch, and we are putting a lit-

tle more love into the food and service.  We added new menu items, offering 
healthier choice options, gave the kid’s menu more thought, and are doing 
new, exciting specials. Follow us on Facebook to see the national Food Hol-
iday’s we are celebrating.  it’s a new twist on our classic menu, giving our 
guests something to try in a fun way.

YOu’Re gONNA LOve IT!
Open M-Th 11-10, Friday & Saturday 11-11 Closed Sunday.  Daily food & drink specials

Follow us on Facebook at frankiesbythetracks

Thanks to our Birch Lake Artist in Residence Duffy Dufor for the hot pic!



Water Quality answers question 
about water cloudiness ... 
 Why does the lake water seem par-
ticularly cloudy and laden with floating 
matter this season?
 Members of the Water Quality 
Committee share in having made the 
same observations and experiencing the 
same concerns. Although we (Terry) are 
still gathering and turning in samples to 
the CLMP for analysis and review, the 
results won’t be available to us until late 
winter or early spring. They will proba-
bly not be able to tell us the entire story 
anyway. So, for now at least, we are 
down to supposition and guesses. 
 Ours include:
 1) The extreme amounts of sunlight 
early in the season, coupled with the 
then relatively clear water, accelerated 
growth of both more algae and in deeper 
(larger areas of) water than normal. The 
volume of algae negatively affects both 
the turbidity of the water and the 
amount of material floating upon it.
 2) The almost record breaking 
amounts of rain:
 2a) Carry more chemicals (typically 
including phosphorous, which spikes the 
growth of even more organics, like chlo-
rophyll and algae in the water) and 
objects (which usually decay, thereby 
eventually introducing even more organ-
ics) into the water.
 2b) Causes the water elevation to 
become and remain abnormally high for 
extended periods. This condition, as long 
as it remains, continues to disturb and 
wash into the lake even more chemicals, 
and objects that were previously deposit-
ed on the banks of the lake. Waves only 
acerbate the situation, so please do 
whatever you reasonably can to mini-
mize the number, size and effect of the 
waves (wakes) you might create.

Ladies golf outing
 On Friday, July 20, 32 Birch Lake 
women invaded Diamond Lake Golf 
Course for the Birch Lake Ladies’ FUN 
Golf Outing!  The rain tried to deter us, 
but we prevailed after a short 20 minute 
delay.  After playing 9 holes, we all 
headed for the BLYC to enjoy some 
lunch, which was ready and waiting for 

us with the help of our friends Sue 
Williams, Deb Hall, and Good Patti 
Russwurm.  A BIG thanks to these 
ladies for working so hard and efficiently 
to feed the hungry masses!
      And then the moment that we we all 
waiting for ... PRIZES!  Hole prizes were 
awarded to Brittany Marlow  for 
Shortest Drive, sponsored by Rick and 
Good Patti Russwurm.  Longest Drive 
was sponsored by Bob and Sue Waddle, 
and awarded to Kristy Wiseman.  Rick 
and Good Patti Russwurm made Denny 
Weesner very happy by sponsoring the 
Longest Putt.  Jeannie Welsh went 
home with the Closest to the Pin prize, 
sponsored by Phil and Sandy Vitale.  
The Straightest Drive was shot by Lynn 
DeCocker and made possible by Pat 
McGann and McGann Hay Funeral 
Homes.  Two golfers, Lynn DeCocker, 
and Sandy Vitale were awarded the 
prizes sponsored by Lee Oswalt from 
Zimmy’s for being the Best Dressed 
which was decided by all our golfers! 
      Team scores were tallied and the 
results were: 8th place Connie Young, 
Georgene Dierlam, Lynn DeCocker; 7th 
Sandy Vitale, Amy Lutz, Carla Chester, 
Bad Patty Luecht; 6th Angela Bergan, 
Denny Weesner, Vickie Rogers, Blair 
Garceau; 5th Allyson Weaver-Gills, Lori 
Noyer Lesley Greenig, Sue Vandewalle; 
4th Barb Cassady, Judy Cassady, Diane 
Robertson, Jeannie Welch; 3rd Becky 
Wiseman, Kristy Wiseman, Claudia 
Phipps, Brittany Marlow; 2nd Jackie 
Frew, Carol McCoy, Sue Waddle Irene  
Steffen; and our 1st place team was 
Tonya Miller, Denise Trybula, Dana 
Soldato and Johanna Stratigos!  Big 
CONGRATS to all the golfers and I 
think the LGPA may be contacting some 
of you!
      Big THANKS to Staci Whiteman 
and Pat McGann for keeping the drink 
carts rolling. A shout out to Good Patti 
Russwurm for taking pictues of our love-
ly ladies, and Blair Garceau for doing 
score cards and so many other things!  
Amy and Mike Lutz for supplying the 
delicious Beer Cheese and pretzel balls 
YUM!  I hope I haven’t missed anyone 
that supported and helped out.  I apolo-
gize if I did. 

      It is with mixed emotions that I 
have retired chairing this event.  It has 
been 10 years since I took over the 
Ladies’ FUN Golf Outing, and I tried to 
make it exactly that ... FUN!  I wanted 
the opportunity to make the outing one 
that would encourage women of all golf 
skill levels to feel welcomed and not be 
intimidated by the game.  We had goofy 
holes, and those holes that gave the seri-
ous golfer the chance to show off their 
skills.  I hope you have all enjoyed the 
outing, and will continue to support this 
event.  It is a great day to interact with 
Birch Lake ladies.  Thank You all for 
letting me shake things up, and putting 
up with me for 10 years!  It has been an 
experience I will always remember with 
great fondness.

~Bad Patty

need something repaired replaced or 
maintained?  Let me see if i can help! 

Lake references available.

general Handyman Services

Tuesday, August 7

Birch Lake Notes

Sandy Vitale and Lynn DeCocker pose 
after being named “best dressed” at 
the Ladies Golf Outing last weekend.  
Thanks to Amy Lutz for the pic.



Birch Lake Notes

Thomas J. 
Mosier

Waterwell
Drilling

5” Water Wells

Repair & Service 
Most Water Pumps

“Promise of Quality

M-60 E
Cassopolis

Office: 269-445-3246
Cell: 269-580-3246
Fax: 269-445-0008

“available”

SUNDAYS
9:30 & 11:30 AM
RIVERSIDE-CHURCH.COM

WELCOME
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69608 Sunset Blvd Zimmyville (Union), Michigan

ZiMMY’S TAVERn
(269) 641-5317

http://www.zimmystavern.com

Open 
7 days/wk

11 am to Midnight

music, cold beer, 

lots of fun!
Daily food

specials, 

get ‘em while they last!
Bad Patty Luecht has Birch 
Lake totes now at the dis-
counted price of 4 for $10 
or $3 each. Totes are great 
for gifts, groceries or anyone 
that LOVES Birch Lake!

To get your totes, 
contact Bad Patty 

(east side) at: 

476-2615



Fleet Captain’s Corner
Fleet Captain’s gibe #12

by J. Patrick Mcgann

All three races were run this 
week, so that is a good week, 
and no one flipper or crashed.  It 

was not as hot as it has been the last 
few weeks, so that made it nice for the 
sailors and those working in the com-
mittee boat.  RCB Staff this week were: 
Bad Patty Luecht, Good Patti 
Russwurm and her sister-in-law Katie 
Campbell, Sandy Vitale, Neil Troeger 
and his guest Matt.  Thanks to you all 
from all us grateful skippers.   
 There was some trouble setting one 
of the marks, apparently I heard we lost 
an anchor, but thanks to Scott Troeger 
this week and for setting the marks and 
Vic Jones for assisting - all got set ok 
before the races began. 
 It was the Trifecta for Scott Troeger 
winning all three MC races.  Great Job 
Scott!  In the Sunfish races Rick 
Russwurm held on to win the middle 
race and was bookended by Peter 
Soldato who took the first place in the 
first and last races. Good job to both of 
those winners.  The sailing classes fin-
ished up this week and the next big 
event is:      

THE “ALL-SunFiSH SAiLBOATS 
On THE LAKE RACE DAY” WiLL 

TAKE PLACE  On SATuRDAY 
Aug. 4, WiTH An 11AM START

 Please, if you have someone in your 
family, or a friend or neighbor who can 
sail your Sunfish, please ask them to 
sail it on that day so we can get as many 
of the beautifully colored sails on the all 

at one time.  If the wind is good we may 
have several races.  If your skipper 
needs a refresher course on sailing or 
the sailing rules, let me know and I will 
be glad to meet with you (or them) to go 
over things.  Pat McGann, 1-574-532-
5377 cell or text.
 That day we could also use a few 
boats out on the lake willing to assist 
flipped sailboats if needed, (Rick 
Doolittle).
 Sailors, committee boat staff and 
their families are invited after the race 
to come over to the East Side Sailing 
Club (ESSC) to review the race(s), fouls, 
winners and “otherwise hobnob with our 
fellow wizards,” and to enjoy our own 
good company over a generous supply of 
assorted beers and wines in the shade. 
The ESSC is located at the Vitale, 
Luecht, McGann shore.  Drive, sail, 
walk or parachute in for the fun and fel-
lowship. 

 PS. Please join the BLYC its for the 
good of the lake?  If you don’t know if 
you have paid your 2018 dues or not 
shoot Deb Spratt a text or call at 574-
276-8783 to find out.
 Sail on Dudes and Dudettes

~JPM

2018

2018 BLYC Season Sailing Results
    Race Race  Fleet Total Point
Race ......................................................... 18 .............. 19............20 ................. Total  ..............Point ...... Captain’s .... Points ....... Average
Date .......................................................22-Jul ........22-Jul .... 22-Jul .............Points ...........Average ......Bonus......w/bonus .....w/bonus

MC Scow ...............................................................................................................................................................................................................
Scott Troeger  #1489 ................................. 1 ................. 1 ..............1 ................. 27943 ........... 1552.39 ........ 1600 .........29543 ..........1641.28
Barb Cassady #2506 ......................................................................................... 23064 ........... 1537.60 ........ 1521 .........24585 ..........1639.00
Phil Vitale  #500 ......................................... 2 ................. 2 ..............2 ................. 21674 ........... 1444.93 ........ 1444 .........23118 ..........1541.20
Bill Luecht  #1579 ...................................... 3 ................. 4 ..............4 ................. 22508 ........... 1406.75 ........ 1369 .........23877 ..........1492.31
Bob King  #1199 ........................................ 4 ................. 3 ..............3 .................. 9962 ............ 1423.14 ............................9962 ...........1423.14

Sunfish ..................................................................................................................................................................................................................
Peter Soldato ............................................. 2 ................. 1 ..............1 ................. 29160 ........... 1534.74 ........ 2969 .........32129 ..........1691.00
Rick Russwurm (Green/Blue) ................... 1 ................. 2 ..............2 ................. 25577 ........... 1504.53 ........ 2890 .........28467 ..........1674.53
Pat McGann ............................................... 3 ................. 3 ..............3 ................. 28421 ........... 1421.05 ........ 3121 .........31542 ..........1577.10
Herb Cleveland .......................................... 4 ................. 6 ..............4 ................. 26396 ........... 1319.80 ........ 2888 .........29284 ..........1464.20
Bob Niezgodski ......................................... 5 ................. 8 ..............7 ................. 13373 ........... 1215.73 ........ 2592 .........15965 ..........1451.36
Mike Lutz (Blue/Red/Yellow) .............................................................................. 16381 ........... 1365.08 ...........................16381 ..........1365.08
Stewart Spratt .................................................................................5 ................. 17608 ........... 1354.46 ...........................17608 ..........1354.46
Jeff Walls ............................................................................................................. 20366 ............1198.00 ........ 2450 .........22816 ..........1342.12
Amy Troeger .............................................. 6 ................. 4 ..............8 .................. 7504 ............ 1250.67 ............................7504 ...........1250.67
Bill Butler .................................................... 7 ................. 5 ..............6 .................. 6222 ............ 1244.40 ............................6222 ...........1244.40
Chris Scofield....................................................................................................... 3474 .............1158.00 ............................3474 ...........1158.00
Camille Butler ............................................ 8 ................. 7 ..............9 ................. 13155 ........... 1096.25 ...........................13155 ..........1096.25
Stephen delRossi ................................................................................................ 1089 ............ 1089.00 ............................1089 ...........1089.00

DNS (Did Not Sail) does not count against season score, however sailor must complete 2/3 of races to qualify for season; DSQ (Disqualified) scores as one place 
worse than last place (if 5 boats finished, you would have finished 6th, will be scored as 7th place); DSQ not counted toward minimum number of races needed; 
DNF (Did Not Finish), scored as last place; CB - sailor who serves on Committee Boat receives their season average place as of that date - counted toward 
season total; Season Points are awarded on Square of 40 system (1st = 40 squared = 1600, 2nd = 39 squared, etc.); Season Place = total season points/number 
of races attempted; Crew - Counted toward completed races, Points go to skipper of boat.

During her visit Amy Troeger has been digitizing albums of family photographs.  
We thought you might be interested in this picture of a Sunfish race on Birch Lake 
from probably the late 70’s that she found.



new Barker feature
 Thanks to Dan Waxman, Bob 
King, Dan Waxman and Jeannine 
Oren for the great lake decor pix.

— Birch Lake Decor —



Eagle Lake Marine
SALES * SERViCE * STORAgE

SanPan, Aqua Patio, Sweetwater Pontoon,
Hurricane Deck Boats, Honda Outboards, 

Mercury Outboards, Yamaha Outboards and 
MerCruiser Stern Drives

Eaglelakemarine.com 
269-699-5103 

South side of Eagle Lake, Edwardsburg, MI

Bubba’s Market, LLC

Under the Yellow Tent 
in the heart of Union

Jim “Bubba” Baldwin
Owner

574.596.5752
jlbald66@gmail.com

facebook.com/bubbasmarket

574.596.5752
jlbald66@gmail.com

facebook.com/bubbasmarket

Hours of Operation:
10 am - 7 p m
Friday - Sunday

HAS MOVED!

660 County Road 15, 
Elkhart, IN 46516

574-295-1203
us599@alphagraphics.com
us599.alphagraphics.com

Conveniently located close to Birch Lake!
10188 US 12, Mottville

on the beautiful St. Joseph River

(269) 483-2305

Welcome to Jaywalker
Whether it's a formal dinner or simply hanging out with

friends, we make it our mission to provide our customers with
a great dining experience at an affordable price. 

Stop in anytime, or give us a call to make reservations.

Daily
Specials

Happy Hour
Tues-Fri

Closed
Mondays

Call for
reservations

— Barker Kids of the Week —

Team Soldato (West Shore and The Hill) sporting their Birch Lake t-shirts



— Barker Kids of the Week —

SuSiE TuCKER 
Realty
574-320-6697 Cell
269-641-5775 Office

www.susietucker.com
Susie@susietucker.com

Waterfront Specialist 
Serving Michigan 

and Indiana

Brynn, John and Addison Machal-
leck, 4th generation Birch Lakers, 
are enjoying the day with their 
grandparents, Katha and Mike 
Machalleck (south side).



Working in conjunction with Birch Lake resident Rick Doolittle

— Barker Kids of the Week —
Second generation cousins, Lily and Penny Fra-
ser, Ayden Urrutia and Vera Poppy Schoenholtz 
making memories on Birch Lake at the McCay 
Cottage (Cove).

Cousins Lindsey Schoenholtz, 
Anna Mathews, Remy McCay, 

Lauren Fraser, Kristina Wharton 
and Nicole Dailey came from 

California, Florida, Michigan and 
Indiana to spend time together 

at the McCay Cottage (Cove) and 
reminisce about childhood fun on 

Birch Lake.



— Barker Kids of the Week —

Birch Lake homes for sale

269-445-8877

14948 LakeShore Dr
$475,000

3 beds 2 baths
102 feet of frontage

14991 LakeShore Dr
$375,000

3 beds  2.5 baths
83 feet of frontage
Oversized garage

269-445-8877 Paul@TheLakeLife.com

nOW iS A 
gREAT TiME 

TO LiST 
YOuR HOME!

CALL
PAuL DELAnO

TODAY

Taylor Gable-
man, grand-
daughter of 
Claudia Phipps 
(north shore), 
leads the Birch 
Lake book club 
in a discussion 
on Number the 
Stars by Lois 
Lowery.



Want to buy or sell a house?
i can help in so many ways!

     it made sense to open a real estate brokerage in 
the area i have lived and worked for so many years. 
i love this part of Michigan! i love the lakes, the 
farm fields, the local businesses, the people!  When 
i worked in township government, i saw how hard 
it can be to navigate the system ... for a variance, a 
permit, a land split, a lot-line adjustment, an appeal 
for a change due to an error on a property tax as-
sessment.  i can help with all of that!  And when it 
comes to real estate, i’m committed to YOu.  i use  
the same tools as other, larger brokerages, but i 
work harder and smarter.  Read my testimonials at 
WillowTreeRealty.com. i am the best choice to sell 
your property or find you one here. i’m local, i’m sin-
cere, i have proven experience. i know the communi-
ty, and they know me.

Vickie Hall
CELL - 574-849-9957 OFFiCE - 269-641-7928
WillowTreeRealty.com willowtree.vickie@gmail.com

— Barker Critters of the Week —

KiD-OF-THE-WEEK PHOTOS 
So far this year I’ve printed EVERY photo that’s been sent in as 
a Barker kid-of-the-week ... but we’re always accepting more!  

Want your kid to be a Barker Kid of the Week?  Want your lawn-
mower to be Lawnmower of the Week? Mail your photo (with a 
SASE if you want it back) to Birch Barker, 63174 Birch Rd., Van-
dalia, MI 49095; put them in a ziplock and stick them in the stone 
mailbox at my home (east side), or (even easier) email them to 

me at  SAILORPHIL@PHILVITALE.COM

Juno Harvey in her sun hat on the pier of Patrick and Jean-
nie Welch.  Juno is Merrill Welch Harvey’s dog visiting from 
Valparaiso.    

Amy Lutz sent in this photo of what looks like an alligator ... it 
had the “subject” line filled in as “Birchie” ... hmmm.

A weed ‘o the week from Bog King, who 
added, “Les made fun since we must have 

pulled the perennial and watered the weed.”



Aries (March 21-April 19) - The next 
four weeks will be fabulous for you! You will have a 
strong drive to get out and have a good time. You 
will feel lighter and happier and eager to socialize. 
Romantic relationships will be upbeat and sexy. But 
the main thrust will be your need to express yourself 
and to be exactly who you are. You will have the 
freedom to do your own thing and be who you really 
are. Relations with work colleagues are winning. 

Taurus (April 20-May 20) - You have a 
strong focus on home and family during the next 
four weeks. You might be more involved with a par-
ent. Relatives from the past will come out of the 
woodwork and be camped on your doorstep. 
Nevertheless, you will feel an increasing need to 
take time out just for you, which is why you will want 
to run away somewhere so you can contemplate 
your navel. 

gemini (May 21-June 20) - The tempo 
of your life will accelerate in the next four weeks. 
Expect more activity, short trips, visits and discus-
sions with others. An erratic restlessness will prompt 
you to get out and do things! Enjoy a vacation 
because you want the stimulation of a change of 
scenery. Be mindful of your discussions with others 
and let clear communications be your goal. 
Fortunately, matters at home are smooth and won-
derful for entertaining and redecorating.

Cancer (June 21-July 22) - The next 
four weeks are the only time all year when the Sun 
sits in your Money House of earnings, cash flow and 
possessions. This is why you will examine your rela-
tionship to your wealth. Does your stuff serve your 
needs or are you a slave to it? Sometimes your 
involvement with property and possessions is actual-
ly damaging to your own best interests. Meanwhile, 
you want party to show something off, especially a 
new purchase. The bottom line at this moment is 
you want to establish greater control of your life 
through the things that you own and value. 

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22) - This is the only 
time all year when the Sun is in your sign for four 
weeks. Happy birthday! This is your chance to 
recharge your batteries for the rest of the year! In 
turn, you will project yourself more forcefully than 
usual. You will also feel a strong need to express 
yourself. Don’t hesitate to do this! This is the one 
time of year when your first duty is to yourself - and 
if you don’t recognize this, you will not be effective in 
what you do. 

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) - Today the 
Sun moves into a hidden part of your chart for the 
next four weeks. (This happens only once a year.) 
You will feel this! You will want more privacy and a 
chance to work alone or behind the scenes. This 
doesn’t mean you’re antisocial. But your main drive 
will be for privacy and peace and quiet by removing 
yourself from the busy pace of the world. Use this 
time to make some goals for your new year, which 
begins when your birthday takes place. 

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) - You’re the 
most social sign of the zodiac, and the next four 
weeks will be one of the most social months of the 
year! Go out in full dazzle! It will be easy to work and 
cooperate with others, especially in groups. 
Friendships will be important. You want to hang out 
with people who share your values. Old friends will 
pop up out of the woodwork. 

Scorpio (Oct. 23-nov. 21) - For the 
next four weeks, the Sun is at the top of your chart. 
(Happens only once a year.) This casts a flattering 
spotlight on you! Others will be impressed with you, 
especially parents, bosses and VIPs. Since you look 
so wonderful to others - use this! Ask for what you 
want. You don’t have to do anything special to get 
this credit because people admire you. Hot tip: Don’t 
pretend to be something that you’re not because the 
truth will come out anyway. Don’t hesitate to take on 
any project because you will shine! Friends and 
groups will be supportive to you now. 

Sagittarius (nov. 22-Dec. 21) - 
You’re going to love the influence of this changing 
Sun! It will also bring you opportunities that you can 
explore in medicine, the law, publishing, the media 
and higher education. In fact, if you are pursuing 
these directions, go back to previous contacts and 
reopen negotiations because Mercury retrograde will 
benefit this dip back into the past. In fact, some will 
strike up a romance with a boss. 

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) - You will 
be more intense in the next four weeks. Issues will 
be important! You will feel passionately about every-
thing and might have a simplistic black-and-white 
response to things. Be careful you don’t overreact. 
Expect to focus on shared property, taxes, inheri-
tances and insurance issues. You will also be 
intrigued by hot sex! Oh yes, this is part of the pas-
sion and obsession that you will feel in the coming 
weeks. 

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) - The Sun 
is opposite your sign for the next four weeks. You 
will need more sleep. This polarized position of the 
Sun draws your focus to partnerships and close 
friendships. Meanwhile, retrograde Mercury will 
attract ex-partners and old friends back into the mix. 
Actually, this is a good time to form working units 
with others. It’s also a good time to study your rela-
tionships to see how they do or do not fill your 
needs. 

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20) - It’s been 
party city lately, but as the Sun changes signs, you 
will move toward a major shift in the next month. You 
will focus on work and daily responsibilities. Your 
drive will be to manage your life has effectively and 
efficiently as possible so that you can get the best 
results for your efforts. You will strive to make every 
action count. You will refine your techniques to get 
the best results. Many of you by extension will apply 
this to your health. This is a wonderful thing because 
is motivation is everything. 

Your Horoscope

The Moon for 
this Saturday
(At Midnight, US Central time, 

as viewed from the Northern Hemisphere) 
Illuminated Fraction: 0.981 

1.4 days after full moon

Sunrise: 06:30:45 AM
Sunset: 21:06:18 PM

Moonrise: 21:46:17 PM
Moonset: 07:08:52 AM
Daylight:  14 Hr 35 Min 32 Sec

Temps provided by Steve Quinlan

Birch Lake Environmental Data



Talk With A Live Person

ADVANTAGE PLUMBING INC.
VOTED NILES
BUSINESS OF

THE YEAR! Let Us Show You Why We Were
Voted Business Of The Year! 

2400 N 5th ● Niles, MI
269-687-7192 Niles, MI

866-751-1470 Toll Free

After Hours
Emergency
Service

Complete Plumbing Service - If there’s water to it, we do it.

Top 10 Reasons to Choose ADVANTAGE PLUMBING
● Licensed Plumbers 
● Drug-Free Employees 
● Criminal Background Checked Employees 
● No Surprises with the Bill - You know the Cost Before the Work is Done 
● 100% Satisfaction Guaranteed 
● True 24-Hour Emergency Service 
● Fully Stocked Trucks - “Warehouse on Wheels”
● Clean and Professional Technicians in Uniforms 
● Longest Warranties in the Business    
● Our Phones are Always Answered by a Customer Service Employee 

During Business Hours

● Bonus  — The Only Attitude You Will Receive is a Good One!

wwwadvantageplumbinginc.net

Major Credit Cards Accepted

®

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS

— Barker Weekly Puzzle —
Select the figure 
that is missing 
from the collection 
below:

A

B

C

D



BIRCH BARKER FUNNIES

— Weekly Puzzle Solution —
Correct answer: D
Explanation: : All the figures provided in the options are 
present in the ‘collection’ except for D which at first sight 
might seem similar to the figure in the first column-sec-
ond row object, but close examination would reveal that 
it has 5 teeth instead of 4 teeth present in the afore-men-
tioned figure belonging to the collection.



~Birch Lake Recipes~
Provided Exclusively to the Birch Barker from Mrs. Ima Foodnudge

“Yummy apples with an oatmeal crisp fill-
ing is a great way to enjoy your apples!”

Ingredients
Original recipe yields 4 servings (4 apples)
•	 			
4 apples 
•	 	1	cup	rolled	oats	
•	 	1/4	cup	brown	sugar	
•	 	1	teaspoon	ground	cinnamon	
•	 	1/4	cup	butter	
•	 	Add	all	ingredients	to	list
Directions 
1. Preheat oven to 350 degrees F (175 degrees C). 
2. Core each apple making a large well in the 
center and arrange apples on a rimmed baking 
sheet. 
3. Mix oats, brown sugar, and cinnamon togeth-
er in a bowl; cut in butter until evenly combined. 
Spoon 1/4 of the oat mixture into each apple. 
4. Bake in the preheated oven until apples are 
tender and filling is bubbling, about 30 minutes. 

Cook’s Note:
•	 The	baking	sheet	needs	to	be	rimmed	to	avoid	
butter spilling into the oven.

Tip
•	 Aluminum	foil	helps	keep	food	moist,	ensures	
it cooks evenly, keeps leftovers fresh, and makes 
clean-up easy.

Baked apples with oatmeal filling



Hard to believe we’re nearing 
the end of the summer! After 
this week, there are just 2 

weeks left of camp for the summer. 
This week is our biggest week of the 
year, and really, the biggest week 
we’ve ever had! We have 148 campers 
for the session; 146 was our previous 
biggest week. 
 This week we wanted to tell you 
all about our CIT program. The CITs 
are “counselors in training,” and we 
have a 3-level CIT program. To be a 
CIT 1, they must be at least 15 years 
old, and preferably have been coming 
to camp for at least a few years prior 
to being a CIT. Some of our CITs have 
been coming to camp for 10 years 
before they become a CIT! 
 CIT 1s come for two weeks, and 
get to help at activities, shadow coun-
selors, and learn a lot about what the 
job of a camp counselor entails. The 
CIT 2s come for three weeks, and for 
two of those weeks they live in the 
cabins with younger campers, helping 
the staff, helping lead activities, and 
getting a better understanding of the 
camp counselor role. And CIT 3s come 
for four weeks, and live in the cabins 

with younger campers all four weeks, 
lead more activities, and really pre-
pare for next year when they are old 
enough to be counselors. 
 For the first week of the CIT 2 
program, we like for all the CIT 2s 
to live together and get a chance to 
bond with their fellow CITs, similar 
to how we have staff bonding time 
during staff training. This is the first 
week of the CIT 2 program for 2018, 
and because the week was so full, we 
only had a few empty beds scattered 
all over camp. That wouldn’t give the 
CIT 2s the chance to share a cabin 
and bond with one another the way 
we like, so we decided to create a “tent 
village” for them in the woods, where 
they could really get to know each 
other and spend a lot of time working 
together. They weren’t all super excit-
ed about this plan, but it seems to be 
working out better than many of the 
expected! 
 Miss Julie, our CIT director, is liv-
ing out in the tent village with them. 
We’ve set up 5 tents so that the 6 CITs 
could live in pairs, have one tent for 
Miss Julie, and one tent to store their 
luggage for the week. Unfortunate-

ly, the weather hasn’t been ideal for 
camping out, with last weekend being 
so wet, and then having rain Sunday 
afternoon, off and on all day Monday, 
and drizzle on Tuesday so far. But 
they’re doing a great job staying posi-
tive and making it fun.
 This week we also have overlap-
ping sessions of CITs so we have a 
group of CIT 1s, 2s, and 3s here all at 
the same time! That makes a total 
of 11 CITs this week, so we decided to 
put them in charge of the “committee” 
for the week. Each week we have a 
committee that plans all of the eve-
ning activities for all of camp, leads 
sing each night (teaching the kids all 
the songs), decorates the dining hall to 
fit the theme for the week, and plans 
the end of the week ceremony. Each 
counselor on staff is on committee once 
per summer, and we give one week to 
the CITs so they can learn how that 
part of being a counselor works. 
 It’s fun to watch kids who were 
once 6-year-old campers grow up, 
move up through all different cabins, 
and eventually become CITs and then 
counselors at camp!

~Miss Amber

— Camp Tannadoonah —
Hard to believe just 2 weeks left



FOR SALE
Two Birch Lake, South Side 
properties. Incredible Views. 14948 & 
14991 Birch Lakeshore Dr. 14948, 184 ft of 
Lake frontage, 2 bedrooms, 2 bath plus office. 
14991 3 bedrooms, 2 bath plus a 1600 sq ft 
heated garage. Too many amenities to list. 
Contact Dick Bender for info at 574-596-8724.

House for sale: 63306 Birch 
Rd.; 3 BR, 2.5 bath, 2600 SQ FT., 94 FT front-
age, 2 stall attached garage, 2 full kitchens, 
many other extras, $725,000, call PJ or Sue 
Vandewalle, 476-7086 for appt or more info.

Classic 1973 Century Resorter 
19’ Boat. New Upholstery, Paint, 
Reinforced Boat Cover, and Carpet, 225HP, 
V8. Reduced to $4,000. Power Shore 
Station also available with boat purchase for 
$1,000. Call Tom Rogers (Cove) 476-2383.

1999 Sweetwater pontoon. 18 ‘ 
50 HP Evinrude 4 stroke. Bought 2 years ago 
from a friend ( original owner ) who had it in 
storage for 12 years . Went through fuel system 
& new plugs she runs greet with very low hrs. 
Boat is in new condition, new Bimini top & 
snap-on cover last year. Comes with electric 
anchor, 12 life jackets, 5 new swim noodles, 2 

foam floats, swim ladder, and 10 cassettes . 
Yes that’s right, it has a cassette player, LOL . 
Can be seen on Dick Bender’s pier.  $8,500.  
Contact Ron Betzer if interested. 574-612-4444  
Available after July 10.

For sale, 1983 Vagabond 14 
sailboat. Good condition. Sails, rudder, 
and centerboard stored out of the weather. No 
trailer. If interested call Chris Stevens (South 
Side) at 317-771-8531.  $750.

We are entertaining offers on a low-mileage 
four-seat (two pedal two coast) Sea Ryder 
pedal boat.  Test rides available ... 
assuming you pedal.  Stop by the King cottage 
middle of the North shore.

Motorola Modem: Brand new modem 
compatible with xfinity. Idea for a ranch with 
walk out. Best offer available. Contact Angela 
561-603-5522.

60x40 solid oak table with two 
matching 15” leaves to make table 75 or 90 
inches long.  Table pads to fit complete table.  
Two upholstered captain chairs and four uphol-
stered regular chairs. Call 574-215-5902 or 
574-215-3339 to see it.

1950s Heywood Wakefield 
desk with chair. Solid maple. $100 
OBO.  Call 574-215-5902 to see.

CDB Hemp Oil - UltraCell full spectrum 
CDB hemp oil is the No. 1 hemp oil in the 
country.  It is water-soluble and 94 percent 
absorption into your system.  No THC!  If you 
would like to get a free sample call me, and we 
can arrange a time.  Donna Stevens 317-201-
8554.  This product has literally changed my 
life.

FOR REnT
Interested in a unique, fun vacation? Check out 
renting the most inexpensive but cutest and 
best-located rental in The Villages, 
Florida at ourhome4rent.com/cjp

LOST
Missing: Two orange dog balls 
(hard rubber). Please call Tom or Jan 269-476-
7075.

Lost: Black kayak paddle. Di Wozny 
at 574-315-4915 Cottage #4 South Side

FOunD
Cornhole game floated to eastside pier 
of Bad Patty, 63168 Birch Rd.  476-2615.

SERViCES
I do sewing and mending at fair pric-
es - zippers, hemming, small alterations; call 
Kathy at 476-9317

If you are in need of yard work or ani-
mal care this summer call Claire Brovold 
at 1(574) 323-3683.

WAnTED
toilet paper rolls and bottle 
caps (like from Snapple bottles).  Contact 
Amber M. Grundy, 574-387-6095 or email 
amber@riverbendcampfire.org

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING

2018 BLYC Officers 
Commodore: Karen Curtis-Miller 

karen.curtis-miller@bayer.com, 574-261-6712
Vice Commodore: Angela Bergan 

berganfsu@aol.com, 561-603-5522
Deb Spratt Treasurer (N) ...................476-2113

debspratt@comcast.net
Mike Sheffieck Secretary (W) ............476-1849

mcsheff@aol.com
Pat Mcgann Fleet Captain (E) ......574-532-5377

pat@mcgannhay.com

2018 BLYC Directors 
Greg Bolin (W) ...........................................476-2420

gbolin31@aol.com
Ed Chester (E) ........................................... 476-1010

ed@chesterlawoffice.com

Harold Cranmer (W) ..........................574-264-6817
dhcranmer@yahoo.com 

Terry Dugan (S) .........................................476-2814
s581122@aol.com

Celia Fallon (E) .......................................... 476-1467
celia.fallon@gmail.com

Fred Freihofer ............................................ 476-9823
cdfreihofer@aol.com

Chas Grundy (H) ....................................... 476-7062
Chas.grundy@gmail.com

Patty Luecht (E) Past Comm ....................476-2615
Pgalloway4@yahoo.com

Sarah Petty (N) .......................................... 476-7068
sarahkpetty@gmail.com

Vickie Rogers (C) ......................................476-2383
tvrogers@frontier.com

Rick Russwurm (N) ...................................476-2407
paramountp@aol.com

Scott Troeger (E) .......................................476-9898
scott.troeger@btlaw.com

PJ Vandewalle (E) ..................................... 476-7086
pjvandewalle@gmail.com

Phil Vitale (E) ...........................................476-1680
sailorphil@philvitale.com

Sandy Vitale (E) ........................................ 476-1680
sv6102@gmail.com

Bob Waddle (E) ......................................... 476-2293
sparkybob220@comcast.net

Past Comm. Sue Williams (S) ..................476-8886
smwillia@comcast.net

BLYC WATER QuALiTY COMMiTTEE
Paul Fallon, BLYC Water Quality Committee
Chairman (E) ............................................. 476-1467

paulf@hrpconstruction.com

2018 BLYC Officers and Directors



Birch Lake Notes

 The Birch Lake Homeowners 
Association has reported that a 5th 
Automatic Electric Defibrillator (AED) 
has been installed at the garage of Scott 
and Holly Troeger, 63696 Birch Rd., just 
north of the public landing.  The garage 
is on the east side of the road, across the 
road from the Troeger home.
 The Homeowners Association also 
announced that the sixth (and final) 

AED will soon be installed at the 
DeYoung home (formerly the home of 
Jack and Marty Miller) at 63255 Storey 
Hill St.  That unit will be installed on 
the north face of the garage.
 All Birch Lake residents are invited 
and encouraged to attend the Annual 
Meeting of the Homeowners Association 
on Saturday, Aug. 11.  In addition to the 
regular annual business, the meeting 

will feature a demonstration and train-
ing on the new Birch Lake AEDs (auto-
matic electric defibrillator) as well as a 
CPR (cardiopulmonary resuscitation) 
training session.
 The Annual Meeting will begin at 
approximately 11 am (after the Birch 
Lake Yacht Club Board meeting).  

Sixth AED installed on Birch Lake



$____  -  BLYC Member Dues ($30 / year)

$____  -  BLYC Associate Member* Dues  ($10 / year)
*Associate membership is available to current associate members 

and for non-lake residents who wish to support the BLYC

$____  -  Homeowners’ Assoc. ($10 / year)

$____  -  Sailing Fees ($15 / year)

$____  -  Building Improvement Fund

$____  -  Fireworks Fund

$____  -  Water Quality Program

$____  -  Milfoil/Loosestrife Eradication

$____  -  Safety Committee

$____  -  Other non-party related expenses

$____  -  BLYC Roof Fund

$____  -  BLYC AED Fund

$____  -  Misc.

Total contribution:

$__________________

Name_________________________________________________

Address_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

Make checks payable to

BLYC
c/o Deb Spratt, Treasurer

18100 Farmington Hills Dr.
South Bend, IN 46637

BIRCH LAKE YACHT CLUB
Pay your 2018 dues now!

Support the BLYC, support our Birch Lake Community!





We’ve Got You Covered!

SUMMERSUMMER’S HERE!S HERE!

CALL US CALL US TTODODAAY!Y!

● Retractable Awnings
for Deck & Patios

● Roll Curtains for
Screened Porches

● Aluminum Porch
Canopies

● Boat Covers and Tops
● Canvas Repair
● Aluminum Awnings

SALES ● SERVICE ● INSTALLATION

Call us for a free
at-home

demonstration!

Locally owned
and operated

since 1985

12291 Bidelman Road ● Three Rivers at Big Pleasant Lake

269 244-5307269 244-5307
wwwwww.sunandsshadea.sunandsshadeawningwning.com.com
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